Violin Fingering Chart

The violin is the lyrical
heart of the mariachi
ensemble, carrying melody
and expressive flourishes.
For beginners, strong
intonation in first position
matters more than speed.
Focus on clear finger
placement, full bow strokes,
and a warm, singing tone.
Many mariachi melodies
rely on familiar keys and
open strings to project

over trumpets and voices.
Practicing these basics
consistently builds the
foundation for mariachi
ornamentation and style.

Common Mariachi
Minor Keys

E Nat. Minor (rel. G Major)
E-F#-G-A-B-C-D-E
Used in darker sones and
dramatic violin writing

A Nat. Minor (rel. C Major)
A-B-C-D-E-F-G-A
Associated with traditional
sones and dramatic ballads

D Nat. Minor (rel. F Major)
D-E-F-G-A-Bb-C-D
Common in boleros and
slower valses
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Common Mariachi
Major Keys

G Major (1 sharp)
G-A-B-C-D-E-F#-G
Foundational mariachi key
used in many sones, corridos,
and jaliscos

" D Major (2 sharps)

D-E-F#-G-A-B-C#-D
Common in rancheras,
huapangos, and
waltz-style pieces

A Major (3 sharps)
A-B-C#-D-E-F#-G#-A
Frequently used in modern
ranchera and vocal repertoire

C Major (no sharps/flats)
C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C
Common in instructional
repertoire, traditional sones,
and lighter vocal works

F Major (1 flat)
F-G-A-Bb-C-D-E-F
Used in boleros, valseadas,
and other expressive styles
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